THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

JAN 07 2010 



Dear Tribal Leader: 

At the White House Tribal Nations Conference on November 5, 2009, 
President Obama signed a Presidential Memorandum on Tribal Consultation, 
reiterating his support for regular and meaningful consultation and 
collaboration with tribal officials, including through implementation of 
Executive Order 13175, Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal 
Governments. The President directed all federal agencies to develop an 
action plan to implement this Executive Order by February 3, 2010. 

As the Department of State begins to develop an implementation policy 
that respects tribal sovereignty and self-governance and optimizes tribal 
contributions and coordination, we invite you to participate by providing us 
with your written suggestions. To meet the President's deadline, we request 
your comments be emailed to TribalConsultation@state.gov by January 22, 
2010. Your tribe's ideas and suggestions will be essential to us as we craft 
this plan. 

Comments could include but are not limited to: 

• What actions or events should trigger consultation? 

• How far in advance should the Department give notice of 
consultation? 

• Who should participate in consultation? 

• What procedures will ensure productive consultation? 

• How should consultation be documented? 

• What procedures should the Department use to follow up with 
your tribe after consultation? 

• What, if any, alternatives might be employed - such as 
conferences, workshop sessions, social media, or a task force - 
to improve communication and coordination with your tribe? 
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We look forward to receiving your ideas as we implement this 
important Presidential initiative and strengthen our partnership with you. If 
you have any questions, please contact the Department's Office of 
Management Policy, Rightsizing, and Innovation by phone at (202) 647-3796 
or by email at TribalConsultation@state.gov . 



Sincerely yours, 




